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January 30, 2006

Director Lester A. Snow

California Department of Water Resources
1416 - 9™ Street, Room 1115-1
Sacramento, California 95814

RE: South Delta Improvement Project (SDIP)
Dear Director Snow:

| am a homeowner in Discover Bay, California. The SDIP proposing 4 dams that will span end to end on
selected canals allowing the pumping of an additional 5,000,000 gallons of water per day to Los Angeles
and other Southern California locations will rob our fragile delta environment of more fresh water. This
additional enormous outflow of fresh water being sucked out of the Delta will cause the salt water to
intrude further into the Delta, degrading the water quality and lowering the water level.

I don’t think anyone can argue that during our last drought, the pumping to Southern California had a very
negative impact on the water quality of the Delta. The existing pumping changes the natural tidal flow of
the area. With the capacity to pump 5,000,000 more gallons a day, the impact could be catastrophic.

I doubt that the Southern California backers of this plan have little or no regard for the impact of the
project for homeowners like me. Hi tide swings due to winter rain and restrictive water flow caused by the
dams will cause major damage to our levees, homes and docks. During the summer months when we have
low tide combined with the capability to pump another 5,000,000 gallons of water each day will cause the
delta in my area to see ultra low areas and mud bottoms.

[ have a home that is worth $800,000 to $1,000,000 on a fresh water bay in Discovery Bay, California with
access to all the delta. Increase salinity and decreased water depth will destroy the value of my home.

Please, kill this project before it kills the Delta!
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Charles W. Helfric
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State Senator Don Perata
State Senator Tom Torlakson
Assembly Member Guy Houston
State Senator Abel Maldonado
State Senator Joseph S. Simitian
Assembly Member Rebecca Cohn
Assembly Member Ira Ruskin

(F\WPFILES\CWH\SDIP-01.wpd) MEMBER: AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS



